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“ For the Lord shalle Zion: he wil comport att her warts plats ond 
make her wilderness like and her desert the Lord; fey and 
gladness shall be found therein, end of 
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O apparen differen shabets, — ‘he inscriptions. the. 

namely, four or five eharacters’on the | are 
side of a figure of an animal which embod: ins 

ebrew characters on the head of one} contained ‘in: d ZZ 
of the human figures, and. also the | weuld: have been di 
Hebrew letter Shin on another head. } civilized believers: in reyenios 
It is to be hoped at some future | to : ed short’ 
ters will he printed, for the inspection | lowing 
ta of ainnanenc Tz 4 
namely, Hebrew nd. | Hebrews, hare 
of which were, com. of time, | ments: in: the: 
aot ciphered. jetters upon. tha the: 
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interesting. It is evident that the 
ancient possessor of this stone, did 
not consider himself violating any of 
these commandments, by carving out 
the re of the man who received 
them from Sinai. It was doubtless a 
mere token of remembrance, to bring 
more forcibly to the mind, in an en- 
ved hieroglyphic form, the great 
Roaiee and Prophet of Israel. It 
is also very evident that the Hebrew 
writer did not intend to quote from 
their voluminous sacred Records, 
every word and phrase of the Ten 
Commandments, but merely to give an 
extract, omitting now and then a sen- 
tence or a phrase, but incorporati 
all the most prominent and essenti 
rtions. Precisely the same course 
~ been pursued, in making Scrip- 
tural quotations, by the learned in all 
es. 
i us next examine some of the 
translator's remarks, concerning what 
he terms the imperfections of the spel- 
ling, &c. He says a daleth has been 
improperly used for a vav. But is 
not the translator himself mistaken ? 
The old Pheenician vav (or ‘‘ primitive 
Hebrew”) very much resembles the 
resent Hebrew daleth; hence, the 
ormer might very easily be mistaken 
for the latter. Again he says, In two 
other words the yod is omitted, name- 
ly, in Mitsraim, and in Elohim. But 
as the former is in the dual form, and 
is literally translated Egypts instead of 
Egypt, there is no doubt but the an- 
cient American Israelites, purposely 
left out the yod, so as to pronounce 
the same Mitsram, and thus render it 
in the singular form. Elohim is also 
a plural noun, and signifies gods, but 
by omitting the yod, and transposing 
the letters he and mem, they pro- 
nounced the word Elomeh, which is no 
doubt in the singular form, and was 
certainly, in this one instance, the 
Hebrew word for God in the country 
of the mounds. And thus the com- 
mandment would be rendered, ‘‘Thou 
shalt have no other” god “‘ before me.” 
In the inspired translation of this 
commandment, as recorded in the 
Book of Mormon, (page 172,) we have 
precisely the same rendering, the ori- 
ginal being translated god instead of 
gods. Therefore, instead of the omis- 
gions of yod, and the transposition of 


mem and he, indicating a carelessness 
or a want of learning, as supposed by 
the translator, it “oe a refinement 
or improvement in their language, far 
beyond what has been manifevied in 
the mutilated copies which have, on 
the Eastern Worid, descended to our 
times. Hebrews of the East have 
been obliged to translate Elohim both 
in the singular and plural; while it 
seems that the ancient Hebrews of the 
New World, had a special form indi- 
cating the singular ; and what is still 
more remarkable, this form coincides 
with the same sentence, translated 
from the Gold Plates, some thi 

years before the Stone was disinterr 

The translator says, ‘‘No Rabbi 
would ever write Kelachtecha instead 
of Melachtecha.” But has not the 
learned Hebrew critic again blundered,. 
and mistaken mem for kaph? One of 
the three forms of the letter mem in 
the old Pheenician, which is generally 
believed to be the ancient Hebrew, is 
very much like one of the three forms 
for the letter kaph; and hence, one 
might easily be mistaken for the other. 
Kaph and mem is not so very unlike 
on the old Hebrew coins, but that they 
might easily be mistaken, one for the 
other, unless great care were taken in 
the exact construction of the two 
letters. 

It is also stated, that ‘‘The words 
‘his ox’ are partly written at the end 
of one line, and then they are written 
in full at the beginning of the next 
line on the opposite side of the stone.” 
But this is not an imperfection : in- 
deed, it is the precise method adopted 
by the Hebrews of the East. (See 
Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, pp. 
1798 and 1799. 

‘One of the greatest mysteries here,” 
says the reporter to the Occident, “is 
the pecaliar alphabet. The letters are 
very different from the letters of all 
the other stones, and this convinces 
Dr. Lilienthal and others, that this 
stone is much the most ancient.” In 
this we entirely disagree with 
learned Dr. The characters upon the 
first three stones.resemble more near 
the Hebrew characters of the Hast, 
than those on the fourth stone ; hence, 
there is the greatest probability that 
the inscriptions upon the former three 


were made before the alphabet had be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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come materially altered undoubtedly the Aramaic he Was 
erations in the New World: but/| used the American Hebre in- 

the great alterations of the form of the | stead of aleph. The American He 
letters on the last stone, would prove | mem resembles the Samaritan yod, 

that it had passed through many re-/ American Hebrew lamegh is Jike th 
formations, after arriving in America, | Roman L, with its horizontal liné re- 
and consequently, was more modern | versed, which is like the old Kufic 
than the others. The Book of Mor- | and also like one of the eight forms 
mon informs us, that the first colony | the Etrurian /, which was, witho 
of Hebrews settled in the region, | doubt, in a great measure, deri 
where now are found the mounds, | from the Hebrew. The newly 
about five and one-half centuries after | covered Hebrew ayin, is like the ayte 
they left Jerusalem; and that they | upon the Hebrew coins, with the addi- 
remained there, about four and one-/| tion of a circle drawn around ff. . 
half centuries before their destruction. | Again, the author of the article in the 
It is highly probable, that the writing | Occident says, ‘“‘ Fourteen of these 
upon the first three stones was made | letters differ very widely from the pre- 
in the early period of their settlement; | sent square character, sometimes 

while the Ten Commandments were | Assyrian, and sometimes . Chaldee 
engraved at a much later period, after | and he also has proved that they differ, 
the Hebrew characters became very | in some measure, from tlie old Hobsdy 
much altered, as they are said to haye| on the coins. And perceiving all this 
been, by Moroni, who wrote at the | he says, “This suggests the most ii- 
beginning of the fifth century of the | teresting question, Whether this stone 
‘Christian era. (See Book of Mormon, | exhibits the original Hebrew alphabet 
‘p. 515.) We have already quoted a/ in which the holy Books were written, 
passage from the Book of Mormon, to | before the Babylonish captivity 7” 
show that about one-half century be-| Book of Mormon answers thi a 
fore Christ, copies of the sacred Scrip- | tion, that it is, indeed, the old Heb 
tures were sent into all parts of the|rew before the captivity, remodeled 
land among the people. Consequently by successive generations in America, 
the Hebrews who constructed the e writing upon the first three stones 
mounds, were not so ignorant, as the | is probably a nearer <rerer to the 
learned writer for the Occident has | primitive Hebrew of that earl age. 
endeavored to prove. ese discoveries likewise settle the 
_ To show the great alterations, made | long disputed question in regard fo 
in the Hebrew characters, the transla- | the time of the commencement. of » 
tor says, ‘“‘I have examined several | square form of the Hebrew ch 

alephs in different languages, and | Some have contended, in 5 Sig sec 
found no aleph like the one here.” | to the Jewish Talmud, that form 
And from the description which be | was originated not far from the com- 
gives of its shape, it must resemble | mencement of the Christian eéra; 
the two adjoining sides of s square, | while others, with ap tly much 
in the same position as the daleth, | evidence, have a much more 
with a diagonal drawn from the right | ancient date, and believe that. Bara 

8. Why did not the translator | wrote the Scriptures in the Assyrian 

look for the equivalent of aleph or a,| square form. Now these late. dis- 
in the letter he? If he had done so, | coveries of the first three Sacred 
he would have found that the Aramaic | Stones show a distant approximation 
he very much resembles his description | to the square form, and seem te sus- 
of the newly discovered Hebrew aleph. | tain the assertion in the Talmud, ris 
Now the Aramaic was spoken by the | cerning the great antiquity of that 
Samaritans, to whom was left “the | form. 

Hebrew writing;’ and the Sama-| It is also asserted that on the stones, 
titan he, although a consonant, is | ‘‘there is no distinction between im- 
often used as aleph or short & (See | tial and final letters.” It is 


orn’s compi. p. 15); the Aramaic . 
and the early Hebrew letters upon | five final letters, used in 
the coins are very nearly the same ;| 


<> 
avy 
modern Heb- 
rome 
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vity. This circumstance proves the 
. great antiquity of the He)rew colonists 
in America. 

The formation of vowel points is an 
invention, introduced since the com- 
mencement of the Christian era; but 
as the Hebrew of the mounds knows 
nothing of the invention, it is evident 
that its antiquity preceded this com- 
paratively modern innovation. 

Several copper rings were found on 
the shell of the coffin, and on the in- 
side, ‘‘ several human bones, ‘a locket 
of very fine black hair, about six or 
eight inches long,’ and ten other copper 
rings.” What are these copper rings ? 
They no doubt were the uncoined 
money of these ancient Hebrews. It 
is generally supposed that coined 
money was unknown before the capti- 
vity; but the Egyptians, Jews, and 
Pheenicians, used copper, silver, and 
gold money, uncoined, from the days 
ef Abraham down. Its value was 
determined by weight, instead of being 
determined as a coinage. The sha 
of these uncoined pieces was in the 
form of rings. (See Smith’s Dictionary 
of the Bible, vol. ii, $. 406.) We can 
thus perceive, why the money of the 
mounds had the form of rings. It 
was the form which they were well 
acquainted with, when they left Jeru- 
salem. The Hebrews, in the northern 
part of South America, five hundred 
and nineteen years after they left 
Jerusalem, had in circulation a metalic 
currency, which, from the description 
given of the values of different pieces, 
was evidently a coinage; but the 
shape of the coins is not described : 
some of them may have been in the 
form of rings; others, may have been 
in other shapes. As the names are 
given in the original Nephite language, 
it will be interesting, in this place, to 
give the following quotation concern- 
ing them :— 

‘* These are the names of the differ- 
emt pieces of their gold, and of their 
silver, according to their value. And 


the names are given by the Nephites ; 
for they did not reckon after the man. 
ner of the Jews who were at Jerusa- 
lem ; neither did they measure after 
the manner of the Jews, but they 
altered their reckoning ae their mea- 
sure, according to the minds and the 
circumstances of the people, in every 

neration, until the reign of the 

udges ; they having been established 
by king Mosiah. Now the reckoni 
is thus: a senine of gold, a seon of 
gold, a shum of gold, and a limnah of 
gold. A senurh of silver, an amnor of 
silver, an ezrom of silver, and an onti 
of silver. A senum of silver was 
equal to a senine of gold : and either 
for a measure of barley, and also for a 
measure of every kind of grain. Now 
the amount of a seon ot alk was 
twice the value of a senine; and a 
shum of gold was twice the value of a 
seon; and a limnah of gold was the 
value of them all; and an amnor of 
silver was as at as two senums; 
and an ezrom of silver was as great as 
four senums ; and an onti was as great 
as them al]. Now this is the value of 
the lesser numbers of their reckoning : 
a shiblon is half of a senum: there- 
fore, ashiblon for half « measure of 
barley; and a shiblu: is half of a 
shiblon; and a leah is) the half ofa 
shiblum. Now this is their number, 
according to their reckoning. Now an 
antion of gold is equal to three shub- 
lons.” (Book of Mormon, p. 239.) 

The coins of ter value were of 
gold or silver ; those of less value may 
have been copper. May not the cop- 
per rings of the mound have belonged 
to this latter class? A very singular 
fact is developed in the above extract, 
namely, that the Nephites seem to 
have had one permanent price for their 
grain; in other words, the Nephite 
grain market was not a fluctuating, 
speculative element, as it is in modern 
times ; but, like their currency, it had 
one uniform standard value, and some 
stability about it. 


(To be Continued.) 


irregularity and want of method are only supportable in men of great 


ing or 


genius, who are often too full to be exact, and therefore choose to throw down their 


Reais ™ heaps before the reader, rather than be at the pains of stringing 


| 
| 
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A great variety of opinion is enter- 
tained by a great many people, on the 
subject of accident and design, in re- 
lation to God’s dealings with the in- 
habitants of this earth, and the great 
events that have taken prominent 

in the wonderful drama of hu- 
man life, at various periods of the his- 
toryof mankind. Indeed, many peo- 
ple cherish very inconsistent ideas 
respecting not only their origin, but 
also their destiny ; therefore, it is the 
duty of every individual to be careful 
in considering and deciding upon the 
truth of the ideas entertained, in re- 
gard to this all-important subject. 
When the Lord created man, and 
placed him in the Garden of Eden, he 
had a design in so doing, which was, 
that he (man) might obtain, by ex- 
perience, a knowledge of good and 
evil, right and wrong, happiness and 
misery, life and death; and though 
mab was tempted by Satan to partake 
of the forbidden fruit, and yielded to 
that temptation, and thereby sinned, 
yet, by so doing, he discovered a great 
and important fact, namely, that he 
had sinned, and must pay the penalty 
of sin, which was misery and death. 
Thus man was, as it were, placed at 
school, received his first lesson, learned 
It, and commenced to fulfil his Father’s 
design in sending him forth from hea- 
ven to earth. 

Some people seem to think, that the 
Lord designed that man should enjoy 
eternally the felicity of Eden, and that 
it was quite an accident that he fell to 
mortality; but it is evident that the 
Lord designed that man should have 
the liberty to fall, as we are informed 
by revelation, that ‘‘ Adam fell that 
man might be.” If man had not par- 
taken of the forbidden fruit, he would 


A DIALOGUE, 


ACCIDENT AND DESIGN. 
BY J. BURROWS. 


pred would noi 
ave sinned, and there wenger: 
a law, and merited the wages of gin, 
even death. Through 
Adam and Eve merited the pumish- 
ment which followed, and thus en’ 
tailed suffering upon all their descend- 
ants, and by that ee they can 
become the participants in the mr: Cae 
of the felicity of life eternal. 

If our first parents had not trans- 

, we should not have known, 

by experience, the sad consequences 
thereof ; and hence, not knowing the’ 
opposite of happiness, namely, misery, 
we should not have apprecia _ 
petual felicity at its true valne, | 
great and all-wise designs of God, are 
clearly set forth in the fact, that the 
haman race have become the partakers 
of the effects of sin. * ‘‘ What!” says 
one, ‘‘do you mean t® say that the 
Lord intended that man should suffer? 
Yes, he intended him to suffer, if he 
sinned ; but after the fall, i 
knew good from evil, and were free te 
choose either. If they chose the good, 
happiness was their reward, and i 
they chose the evil, misery was their 
punishment ; therefore it depended, 
in a great measure, upon the actions 
of the individual, as to the extent ef 
his suffering. It has been truly 
argued, that “‘there is no such thing 
as accident with God” from the begi 
ning up to the present. The Almighty 
has manifested his design to save 
that would be saved, by offering them 
the means of salvation; and it has 
heen the rejecting of those means of 

a)-ation, and rebelling against the 
wil « God, that has led the human 
family into that degeneracy from 
which we are now suffering. 


~ 


DID JESUS DO AWAY WITH THE LAW THAT PUT 


ADULTERERS TO DEATH? 


A DIALOGUE, 


A.—You Latter-day Satnts don’t | 


believe in the teachings of Christ. 


B.—Yes, we do. ; 
A.—No, you don’t; for instance, 


you believe adulterers should be pus 
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to death. Now, Jesus entirely abro- 
gated that law. 

B.—When or where ! 

A.—lIn the instance of the woman 
taken in adultery. . 

B. —That is no proof that he abolish- 
ed the law ; on the contrary, it proves 
that he recognized it as binding, for 
he delivered the woman over to execu- 
tion. 

A.—I beg your pardon, he said, 
‘*Neither do I condemn thee, go thy 
way and sin no more.” 

BI repeat that Jesus delivered 
her up to be stoned ; but the law re- 
quired that the executioners should 
have clean hands; in other words, 
that they should not be adulterers 
themselves; and the woman only es- 
caped, because there was no one of 
that stamp to begin the work. 

A.—How can you say so; was not 
Christ there ? Was not he without sin? 

B.—Christ did not come as an exe- 
cutioner ; he came as a Savior. 

‘ A.—I say Christ did come as an 
executioner. Did he not assume that 
function, when he scourged the money 
changers out of the Temple? I re- 
at, that if Christ held the views you 
tter-day Saints do, he was bound to 
put that woman to death. 


B.—Bound to put the woman to 
death after the prosecution was aban- 
doned 

A.—You say the law was not carried 
out, because there was no one there 
capable of being an executioner. I 
say there was one there, and he was 
bound to execnte, instead of which he 

uitted her. 

.— Upon what grounds did he ac- 
quit her? Let us hear his own 
words are those 
thine accusers / th no man con- 
demned thee? She said, no man, 
Lord.” What was Jesus to do under 
such circumstances? Should he put 
the woman to death, when no man 
condemned her ? Why, you ought to 
be ashamed oi yourself. But further 
the prosecutors, by sneaking off, 
proved themselves to be as guilty as 
the woman: so if he, Christ, was 
bound to stone the woman, he was 
equally bound to stone her accusers ; 
and not them only, but all that gen- 
eration ; for he denounced that whole 
generation, as wicked and adulterous. 

A.—Good night. 

B.—Good night. 


London. G. C, Frrevson. 


\/ MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE 


HELD IN THE PRINCE OF WALES CONCERT HALL, KIRKGATE STREET, LEEDS, 
ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1866. 


Present on the Stand—Elders Orson 
Pratt and F. D. Richards, of the Quo- 
rum of the Twelve ; William Gibson, 
President of the Nottingham District ; 
W. S. Warren, President of the Shef- 
field District ; John Barker, President 
of the Leeds Conference; Robert 
Williams, President of the Hull Con- 
ference ; and Jonathan Steggell, Tra- 
velling Elder in the Leeds Conference. 


10 a.m. 
_Conference opened by the choir 
Singing the hymn, commencing, ‘‘ The 
et shadows flee.” 
yer by Elder J. Steggell Hymn 
s’ We'll sing the songs of Zion.” 


Elder John Barker then rose and 
said, he was indeed glad to meet with 
the Saints that morning, and exp 
a degree of satisfaction in being honored 
with the privilege of meeting with the 
people of God. He then called upon 
the several Branch Presidents to re 
port the condition of the Branches 
over which they presided, which report 
showed a general good feeling with 
the Saints. Many strangers were at- 
tending their meetings; a few were 
coming forward to be baptized ; the 
principle of Tithing was also believed 
in and practiced by many of the Saints 
all felt a pleasure in reporting their 


| 


dition. 

Elder Jonathan § reported 
his labors in the 
and said that the labors for the last 


few months had been to him the most | i 


easant period of his life. He had 
red diligently in out-door preach- 
ing, principally in the squares and 
market places ; felt well in the cause 
of God, and happy in his present labors. 
Elder W. S. Warren them rose and 
said—It was with great pleasure that he 
rose to report the general condition of 
the Leeds Conference, and was happy 
to find that Elder Barker, and those 
connected with him in the Priesthood, 
had been untiring in their efforts to 
inculcate true principles throughont 
the Conference. e principle of 
Tithing was understood, was bea 
practiced, and the blessings promi 
were being realized. 
The Financial and Statistical Re- 
ports of the Conference were then read. 
Elder Pratt rose and said—-I am 
glad to see you all; it gives me great 
easure to meet with the Saints in the 
ifferent parts of England; the 
Saints are like one family, that have 
natural affection for on other : we 
are, indeed, a of the family 
of Christ, and is our Father; we 
have been baptized into the same 
spirit, and have become one in Christ, 
and expect to be one through all the 
countless ages of eternity ; this same 
oneness that begins here, will increase 
in us, until we reste one in = 
things pertaining to the kingdom 
God, and the blessingsthereof. Elder 
Pratt then presented the general Au- 
thorities of the Church in Zion, as also 
the Authorities in these lan 
Were unanimously sustained. 
Choir sang the hymn, ‘‘ Great is the 


Lord, ’tis good to praise.” Benedic- | his 


‘tion by Elder W. S. Warren. 


Opened by choir singing 


who 


sought their company, new 
thelr resence, uently they 


seek their F'ather’s house. 
the Saints to diligence and faithful- 


Josh 


American Elders present-—W. A. 
McMaster and Edward Petty. 


MINUTES OF THE LANDS END OONFERENOE; © 
| HELD IN DEVONPORT, OcTOBER 14, 1866, 
. 


At this Conference, Elder McMaster 


, 


and others were much. 
struct the Saints in their duties: 
inform the unbelieving of the e 


Hymn, is the ‘work my Ged, 
Elder D. Rickards havin 
ntroduced, rose and said—J though 
this is my fourth visit to” island, 
this is my first visit to Leos, 
gives me great satisfaction to hear, © 
through the reports this forer on, 9 es 
the good condition of the Leedé Com — 
ference; I am to learn thatao 
many have ; end why 
do the Saints go to the Valleys of the “| 
Mountains, aod leavé all that. 
and dear to them—their’ native 
land, father, mother, relatives, friends, => 
and all that before seemed to render 
life a pleasure? Because those who, | 
ness. 
Choir sangananthem. Benediction; | 
by Elder Robert Willianis, 
Hymn, ‘Jesus; from: whom sit 
blessings Elder: Wai 
S. Warren. Hymn, praise, my) 
Maker while I’ve breath.” Ree 
Elder Orson Pratt reseand said, ee 
felt himself highly favored with*am*® 
opportunity of large-mt 
congregation, many of whor 
bers of the Kingtom of 
great length on principle 
was bringing to pass the predictions 
Isaiah and other Prophets mp 
| prepare ye the of my people; — 
show! that the’ bord’ 
wen attking nated tho 
Jhoir sang the h ns or; 
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of salvation offered in the G | 
The Saints were refreshed and strength- |. 


ened in their resolutions to do 
the will of in hope of deliverance 
ih due time. 


_ The Authorities of the Church were 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


—™ 


~ 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1866. 


ORDER AND TIME. 
Ler every thing be done in order, and in its time, is a maxim well worthy of 
the consideration of the Saints, and of the presiding authorities in these lands. 
The Lord has invited the Saints to voluntarily give one-tenth part of their 


holds all things in his own hands : neither is it to enrich any individual of the 


in their emigration; for public purposes, such as the erection of temples, 
synagogues, and tabernacles, and other good things which the people as a whole 
need. Let the Saints who consider it a privilege to obey this law of the Lord, 
be punctual, and see that the name of the Branch, their names, and the amount 
which each pays, are properly entered on the tithing list, Let each Branch 
President furnish the President of his Conference with a copy of this list ; and 
let each Conference President make a complete copy of all these lists, 
and forward the same to this office, by the last day of June in each 
year. For this office is required to furnish yearly Reports to the office in 
Utah, in regard to the Branch, name, and amount given, of every individual 
tithe-payer in Great Britain. When the Presidents are slack in attending to 
these things in their time, they disarrange the punctual business transactions 
of this office. If the Presidents do their duty, this office will be furnished’ 


with every tithing report by the 30th of June. Brethren, shall we have: 


them, or shall we have to wait several weeks past the time, and then get them 
with some frivolous apology? We trust that the Saints will study order, and 
punctuality in time, so that they will not, in an unexpected moment, be com- 
pelled to cry, “‘ The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not 
™saved.” 


tm wh a 


income to him. This is not an institution to enrich the Lord ; for he already — 


Ohurch. For whatjpurpose then is it given? It is for the poor, to help them 


o. 


ined, and such business tran. 
» a8 had for its object the spread 
of the Gospel and the gathering of the 
Saints. 
W. E. Burron, President. 
W. Warxen, Clerk. 


a 


‘September 15th, 1850. The Saints can read the prophecy, uttered by tie 


ORITUARY. 
PAUL . HARRISON.’ IN PRISON. 


The Notorious and Anti-Mormon lectnrer, Paul 
been sentenced to one year’s hard labor for bigamy. | Upwards of sixtem 
ago he was excluded from the Church of the Saints; anid a warming, 
the heading of, ‘‘ Beware of the Apostate’s Doom,” was published; concerning: 
him. This warning, and also a lengthy letter from the despairing apostate; 
will be found in No. 18, volume XII. of the Mrurennrat Sram, published, 


Editor, Minst this wretched man, and then compare his presen} degraded 
position with the prediction, and learn that the kingdom of God is not to Be: 
trifled with by miserable apostates, without bringing upon righly- 


2, Brecon Road, Merthyr Tydfil, December 5, 1866, 3 
Elder Orson Pratt. 


Dear Brother,—It becomes our painful duty to record the depeche of 
another faithful minister of the Gospel, Elder Abel Evans, late .President.cf 
the Welsh District, who departed this life on Friday, November, 30thyp at, 
about ten minutes past 7, p.m., of consumption. His first aliness was.dom 
tracted by standing guard over night, while the Saints were embarkmg em. 
beard the ship John Bright, at Liverpool, on or about the Ist of May tast. He . 
struggled against this cough and cold with apparent ‘success, until some tims. 


would not allow him to yield before the influende of the and he 
tinued to travel and preach, out of doors and in, until he became too Weak 

stand, still unwilling that ‘his afflictions should be even reférred ‘to, by a 
friends, which was the reason that we had no correct information of hig 
condition, until hearing incidentally of his inability to be about, He gave ae ee 
the facts in answer to our letter of particular inquiry, ‘which reached os a 

within a week of his decease, At this time he was only able to, be: 
daily, but not to sit up even for this. It is deeply to be regretted "that We- 
could not have known of his affliction in time, that means or changes pay 
cumstances might have been employed to mitigate the tis in 
at least, if not permitted to prevail for his recovery. | ayo ge 
confinement to the house, all that the country could ford, or that pry : 
derived from the faithful attention 


was bestowed. 


* Just afer is gett wei Dinmjagham, dating te sod 
while trav the Conference, he slept in « damp 
fastened his cold and confirmed his me ee | 

tew worse, until his death. This was the immediate cause 
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Brother Abel Evans has been a faithful pioneer of the Gospel into almost 
every part of the Principality. He was born June 24th, 1813, in the village of 
Llanboidy, county of Carmarthen, South Wales,—was baptized on or about the 
1st of March, 1844, we are unable to state by whom; but he appears to have 
been the fruit of Elder William Henshaw’s labors, who commenced the work 
here shortly before Elder Dan Jones’ arrival in the Principality. On the 
arrival of brother Jones, brother Evans engaged with fresh ardor in the mini- 
stry, travelling and opening up Branches, that have grown to Conferences; 
indeed, his name has become like household words among all the Welsh Saints, 
But a few days before he died, he told Elder John Parry that he had baptized 
over seven hundred souls into the Church, in Merthyr alone, and Elders 
Morris and Wride say, that he had recorded more than two thousand that he 
had baptized in Wales, before he emigrated to Zion. He was an able minister 
of the Holy Ghost, and the Lord wrought many miracles, among this people, 
through his instrumentality, healing many of their maladies, among other, 
several cases of cancer and cholera. Brother Evans emigrated in 1850, and 
was first married during this journey ; I think at St. Louis. Staid at Council 
Point two years, and was there chosen High Oounsellor. In 1852, removed to 
Utah, in the company of Captain Morgan, and was chosen Captuih of the 
Guard ; located in Lehi, Utah county, where he was chosen Captain'of Militia, 
Marshal of the city, Deputy Sheriff of the county, and Counsellor to Bishop 
David Evans, in which offices he continued to act, until April Conférence of 
1865, when he was called on his last mission to his native country. He arrived 
in Liverpeol on the 28th of July, and labored as Travelling Elder in Wales, 
until soon afterthe Birmingham Council of January last, he was appointed 
President of the Welsh District, where he labored with unceasing diligence, so 
long as the powers of life were continued to him. Elders John Parry and John 
D. Rees were his faithful attendants, at the residence of brother Thomas James, 
The deep and abiding affection which he had won in the hearts of all the Saints 
around, secured for him more of kindly consideration, and tender manifesta- 
‘tion, than he could accept. He was strong and unshaken to the hour of his 
death, that he should recover, and rebuked those who manifested any doubt. 
So great was his confidence of recovery, that it was not until the day of his 
decease, that he consented for brother Parry to write to his family in Utah, to 
inform them that he was sick of a cold, but that he expected to be well ina 
few days, and would write them himself. He did not seem to realize that he 
was very ill, and had no idea that he was dangerous; nor did he complain of 
any disease or pain, except the inconvenience and weariness of the cough. 
died with the utmost quietude, as a person falling asleep. I asdisted Elders 
J. W. Young, Parry, Morris, Rees, and Davies, to lay his body out, just as he 
and his family would wish to have it done, if they could have *been present to 
direct ; and by request, I spoke to those at the funeral, according to the mea 
sure of the Spirit given to me. All was conducted with great respect through- 
out, and only for the very stormy weather, a very numerous company would 
‘have been present. ; 

. The funeral.was on Tuesday, the 4th inst,, at 3 o’elock p.m. Several of the 
American Elders were present, namely, John W. Young, John Parry, John 
, Reese, Elias Morris, Richard J. Davies, Joseph Lawson, and myself. > 
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AMERICA. 
Great Salt Lake City, 
Oct.. 29, 1866. 
President Orson Pratt, sen. 

Dear Brother,—Brigham, jun., ar- 
rived here, accompanied by brother A. 
K. Thurber, on Thursday noon, the 
95th inst. They were in good health 
and spirits, and, of course, were de- 

ted to meet their friends at home. 

y came by the Smoky Hill route.to 
Denver, and had to turn back twice 
on account of Indians. Eighty miles 
below Denver, they encountered a very 
severe snow storm, which delayed them 
considerably. We had the pleasure of 
listening to Brigham yesterday in the 
Tabernacle, giving an account of his 
mission, and the condition of the 
work of God abroad, and his own feel- 
‘ings. We have had discourses from 
say all the returned missionaries 
this Fall, and have been very much in- 
terested in their testimonies and the 
rehearsal of their travels and labors. 

There has been considerable excite- 
ment here for the past week, over the 
killing of a Doctor Robinson. The 
SS of the transaction you will 

nd in the papers. The inquest is 
still sitting, aa there seems to bea 
determination evinced by the lawyers 
te draw some evidence from the wit- 
nesses, that would reflect upon meer 
and the community, All their efforts 
thus far have been unavailing, 
they will be from this time forward. 
Time and time again they have ar- 
ranged traps in which they have 
thought we could be caught; but, in 

‘every instance, they have met with 
signal defeat. This occurrence has 


ughthere. .. 
Winter commienced rather early this 


season ; but after the first storms, fine |. 


weather again visited us, and we are 
now having very seasonable fall wea- 


ther. To-morrow the Nauvoo Legion | their 


-of this district goes into camp on the 
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and | by the inspiration of the 


can, of course, come along aa usnal 
but none need expect or caloglate ne 
any help from here. The Saints @ 
to the States and 
work, and prepare. themselves for am 
other year, should it be Wiaadom, 
circumstances should admit of then 
doing so. 
The companies have all strived: 
the city, and were yin : 
health, though .the last . com 
which arrived hereon the 28nd 
considerable sickness between Ne 
York and Wyoming, and_also for. 
while after starting on the Plai 
We feel that our emi 


tin 


by sea and land, 
when. they 


it is aay marvellous. The Lor 
the people would open their ey: 
could that ther 
wer than that of m@ 
ervation im 
midst of the varied vicissitudes throu 
which they have passed... 
progress of the great civil war betws 
the North and the 
many times ik. 
scarcely possible for our ped 
threatened by sea and 
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t 
of 
ad. 
other side of Jordan, for three days 
drill. 
It is not our intention 
teams from here next on to primg 
up the poor, They are pu hing Bae 
vent, they have shortened the di |=. 
tance for the teams to 
r to at least one-half what it one 
this year. This will ve the Sainte 
yeat ho ready migration. 
Those who have means of their own 
= 
have been greatly blessed, at 
pered this seagon.. When we relied 
upon the constant success WHICR Das . 
attended the 
id also upomtne 
_ 
every appearance of having been 45 
brought about by this infamous clique a 
in the city, for the p of art: 4 A 
-an excitement here, h wh - 
they hope to accomplish their ends, sie 
jangers, our people passed anss 
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under the protecting care of our Al- 
mighty Father. When the t work 
sball be —_ consummated, and the 
Victory be 

compelled to give the praise and glory 
unto the Lord, for that will have 
been done. 

With loye te yourself, John W., 
Brigham’s family, brother Franklin, 
and all the other Elders, and praying 
the Lord to bless you in all your la- 
bors, and to give you great success, as 
well as the other brethren, I remain 


ur brother | 
BrRIGHAM Youxs. ) 


ENGLAND. 
BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT. 
Stafford, Nov. 3, 1866. 

Elder Orson Pratt. 

Dear Brother,—Inusmuch as many, 
from time to time, set forth the con- 
dition of the people in their different 
fields of labor, and the prospects be- 
fore them, I also take great pleasure 
in noting a few items for the pages of 
the Srar, which I trust will be ac- 
ceptable. 

ince my last communication, I 
have had the pleasure of a tour on the 
Continent, having left London on the 
25th of June, in ‘company with Elders 
W. P. Nebeker, Joseph Weiler, and 

e spent one day at Bo an 

arrived in Paris on the arth. In this 
splendid capital, we — ten days 
very agreeably. From here we passed 
on to Geneva, Switzerland; in this 
country we spent about one month 
making a tour through the land, and 
visiting the churches which, President 
Nebeker informed me, numbered about 
450 members. 

We met Elder G. Sangiovanni at 
Neuchatel, and Elders Joseph Horne 
and John Hoagland, at a camp meet- 
ing on the summit of the Jura Mount- 
ains, where we had an excellent meet- 
ing, several Branches having convened 
there by appointment of President 
Nebeker. The Elders were feeling 
cheerful and Happy, and in the enjoy- 
ment of excellent health. These ies. 


thren accompanied us through Swit- 
zerland to Shaffhausen, where we bade 
‘them farewell ; they to return to their 


different fields of labor, and we 
Shay KE. and myself,) to te 
| 


ly achieved, man will be 
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| Holland with brother Weiler. We 


travelled by rail as far Fa 
calling at the cities of Frieburgh 
Strasburgh. From Manhiem we took 
steamer down the Rhine, calling at 
and arriving at Rotterdam 
on the llth of Angust. We found 
awaiting us, Elder F. A. Brown, who 
had been laboring here for nearly four 
months, without seeing an Elder from 
the Valley. Brother Weiler and 
Brown bade us welcome, and in their 
company we made the tour of Holland 
visiting Utrecht, Amsterdam, a 
Haag, returning to Rotterdam through 
Scheidam. 

The Saints, both in Switzerland and 
Holland, received us joyfully ; and it 
is with pleasure [ think of them and 
their many acts of kindness. With 
regard to the Elders laboring in those 
conntries, if praise were necessary, too 
much could not be written of them: 
but suffice it to say, they are all labor- 
ing faithfully, and enjoy the entire 
confidence of the Saints, over whom 
they preside. 

aking a farewell of brothers Weiler 
and Brown, we took steamer from 
Rotterdam to Hull, (210 miles) at 
which place we arrived safely, after a 
voyage (delayed by fogs, dc.) of 42 
hours. With regard to the people, 
their manners, customs, religion, cities, 
and countries, through which we tra- 
velled, I shall not attempt to write a 
description at this time. Taking rail 
from Hull, we arrived at Whiten 
where I remained one day with bro- 
ther Kimball, visiting Robin Hood’s 
cave, and the old castle; thence I 
came to Birmingham, from which 
place I had been absent a little more: 
than two months. 

On the 26th of August, I attended’ 
the District Conference at Manchester;. 
and on the 2nd of September, our 
Conference at Birmingham, at which. 
yourself and President B. Young, jun... 
were present. Of the excellence 
that meeting I need not speak, as 
minutes of it have been already pub- 
lished. Since then I have attended 
the Conference meeting at Lose 
and accompanied Elder John W. 
Young to the Norwich Conference. 

On the 21st alt., we acld Conference 
at Coventry, for Warwickshire, a 


which were present, beside the Elders 


| 
| 
| 


of the District, Eiders John W. Yeung, 


baptisms, 
faith, and good works, among the 
Saints of this Conference, President 
George Hunter, assisted by Travelling 
Elder J. Stewart, are laboring faith- 
fully and succeasfully, enjoying the 
of the people. Short ser- 
mons were the order of the day, El- 
ders Young and Preston occupyiog 
most of the time in the evening. The 
Lord blessed us with mach of his holy 
Spirit, and it was a day profitably 
spent by all who attended. In the 
same room, on the following ev 
a tea-party and concert were 
which reflected much credit. upon the 
committee and performers. 

The Birmingham Conference, under 
the Presidency of Elder Francis Platt, 
is moving along with its usval 
perity. Brother Platt’s h is 
good, and he is ae: with un- 
tiring energy, to preach the Gospel, 

ge is faithfully 1s 
labors, and will be a useful help 
to brother Platt. 

Brother William Jennings from 
Salt Lake, while on a visit to pens 
ham, last spring, gave me £100 wh 
were loaned to ‘ifferent parties on his 
account, thereby assisting some 45 
persons, in the Birmingham Confer- 
ence, to emigrate, which favor 1 hope 
brother Jennings will again repeat. 


This week, in com 


the last one at the town of Wolyer- 
hampton, where much excitement was 
being manifested, in consequence, of 
Mr. O. 8. Walsh, an. ex- 
our Church, coming forward as a can- 
didate for a Town Councillor, .and 


bro- | or jeer manifested, 
ther Piatt, I have held seven meetings;. 


of | them) a strange spirit 
of thei minds? 


- 


. Taking 
these questions I 
positive answers. 


most 

wae 

weds: 
or given to any mezuber in the Ohureky 
for ecclesiastical labors, and that, Pree 
sident Young had _ placed: himself 


g plac 
the head of the list of capitalists 
Utah, by the. cultivation, of Ane farms, 
putting out. large o 
and keeping in. active operations, 
and flouring mills, and other, ma 
ery.. The best arder prevailed : 
out the whole 


o’clock at night. Surely did. notte: 
possesmion: 


the texta, Father 
axi Moses Thatcher. From. reports | art in and What: shaliwe 
it appeared that. there was a | do to be saved ;” after which 
Platt spoke for more than half an- heat 
bearing a powerfnl testimony tothe 
restoration of the Gospel, with: Lite’ 
was li to. with the strictest@h 
liberty was given nestions to be 
tions, mostly in relation othe 
condition of the people of Utah, polgs = 
gamy, and Brigham Young, his 
and how he supported so ss 
irect 
amy was taug | 
port says, has led, = 
several wives and many children. 
er, and ¢ the cor re tis 
and our meeting terminated..a 
am On IY Way 
posting of divers e- | Southwick (We 
nouncing him as a.‘ ormon,,” entertained by brother Rot rt Haman er 
Presiding Elder Sharp, announced by. | sen.,, who has the Elderay 
placard, that a meeting would be held | great kindness for bee 
at our hall.on the ‘the eleo-.| Trusting you. wil excuse: my 
tion, the Ist inst, at.whioh three El- | silence, I pray, fox Heaven's 
ders would be present, from, Salt Lake | to rest 
close of which, questions which any,| Young, W. B. Preston, 
gentleman wished ta ask, would. be | subscribe myself your 
answered. Our hall was filled at an | in the Gospel, ae 
early hour, many not being able to A. Haze 


Elder Pratt. 


‘Dear Brother, — On last Monday 
evening, brother Penrose, Oscar B. 


London, Nov. 23, 1866. 


Young, and myself, concluded to go. 


to the Egyptian Hall, to see and hear 
the immortal ‘‘ Artemus” (immortal, I 
do not know for what,) lecture on the 
“*Mormons.” On our arrival at the 
hall, we found the gallery already 
crowded, and discovered brothers 
Crane and Sheffield snugly ensconced 
im one corner ; so we pushed our way 
through to join them, the better to 
diseuss this marvellous lecturer who 
pretends to have actually seen a live 
* Mormon.” 


While sitting among the expectant 


crowd, waiting the a ce of the 
American I had half a 
mind to tell those around me, that one 
of the Prophet Brigham’s sons was 
there with us ; but thinking it might 
be rather annoying to Oscar to be 
stared at, I subsided, and merely in- 
formed some of them that I had long 
resided in Salt Lake City ; this, of 
course, drew their attention to my re- 
marks made upon the ‘absurdities of 
the lecturer, and the ridiculous daubs, 

tending to represent Great Salt 

e City, Temple, dwellings, and sur- 
roundings. 

There was nothing decidedly offen- 
sive in Mr. Ward’s allusions to the 
** Mormons,” but a few positive false- 
hoods; and as we are so inured to 
hearing lies about us, of much greater 

itude, we can afford to pass over 
a few of Mr. Wani’s “ ” many 
ing at when 
a boy 
I fancied all the time, during the 
hour and a quarter that we listened 
to Mr. Brown, alias Ward, that the 
entle rebuke he received from President 
oung, when in Salt Lake City, had 
occasioned that subdued tone and 
manner, in all his remarks upon the 
** Mormons,” and caused what some 
of the papers call a sort of a “‘ Dun- 
appearance while u that 
topic. You no doubt reco he 
published some scurrilous things about 


the “Mormons,” purporting to be a 
visit amotig the Saints, d&c., though he 
never been to t balies. but 


upon the occasion of his going there, 


| troduction to 
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some years after he requested an in- 
Presiden Young, who 
granted it, and then the question was 
put to him, Why he published such 
ple . Ward 
ay that it was his trade, and ‘da 
not mean any harm. President Young 
merely remarked to him, that it was 
indeed a small business, when any one 
having the least pretentions to the 
character of a gentleman, had to 


so low, as to belie a whole people to 


carry on his trade. 

Some of Mr. Ward’s remarks, during 
the evening, were funny, I sup 
as the man next the stand would 
boisterously laugh, and then others 
would laugh also, and I laughed, and 
then looked around to see what they 
laughed at, and they looked round to 
see what I laughed at, and brother 
Crane, who had been winking at me 
all the while, reached over, with his 
hand to his mouth, and mysteriously 
whispered, ‘‘ sold.” 

Mr. Ward spoke well of the people 
ef Utah; said there were no ‘“‘ 
shops,” nor houses of ill-fame to be 
found in Salt Lake City, (and we must 
acknowledge he ought to know) and 
remarked upon the industry and neat- 
ness of the people, their beautiful 
theatre, dwellings, orchards, streets, 
dc. But when referring to his pano- 
rama of Salt Lake, he had no need to 
apologize to the andience, nor “hu- 
morously” say that the public bestowed 
‘*chairs” instead of cheers upon 
unfortunate perpetrator of those hor- 
rid daubs, for they were all as far 
from the truth, as his ‘‘ goaks” were ; 
still there was a faint resemblance to 
the old ‘‘Salt Lake House,” as it was 
when he was there, and something like 
President Young’s house and the 
Tabernacle ; but the views of the Tem- 

le, and of Salt Lake City, were as far 
wel the reality as a Ohinese Pagoda, 
or the squares upon a Brussell’s carpet; 
and as to the quaint ideas rig oe 
lo of one of the sons of 
Kimball, or the seventeen widows whe 
were candidates for Mr. Ward’s — 
and Brigham Young’s two hun 
wives, &c., it was of a p 
formed a portion of what is under- 
stood to be to coustitute, 
American humorist.” 


Well, it matters little, if the public festigate the truth, it is ‘quite it 4 
are sufficiently gullable, and Lagoons factory to us ‘‘ Mormons.” : 


their shillings, and d coves ws tun! Kind regards to all in the in 
sticker” to ‘‘ Mormonism,” or in other | which brother Penrose joins. Your 


words, if it leads the to in- {| brother, 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Ixp1a.—The Bombay overland mail brings advices to November 13th, 0 

in Ori and mone or 

requiring food 2 and shelter. 7 Neither the Government of Indis wath te 
Bengal (it adds) has given any ex ion to the public of the cause: of 
Cranborne’s persistent assurance that no private ono ad were eae is 
England. e Calcutta relief committee on the one and the 
revenue and Sir Cicil Beadon on e other, are at logger "te pte fer 
of carrying out the further measures of relief necessary. The private funds 
the hands of the committee are almost exhausted.” The Friend of India as 
on this subject—‘‘ The famine still continues without abatement in Cut 
and Maunbhoom. In Cuttack there ate 43 centres of relief, at which 30,000 — 
people are fed daily, of whom 18,000 are incapable of labor whilst the remain- 
ing 12,000 are capable of light labor only. Paupers are dying at the ratect | 
2000 per week, houten a lower rate of mortality than has itherto prevailed. §@ 
In the east and south of the district which forms the delta of the oa icona = 
river, one-third of the population have already died, and the distress. is expec 
ed to continue at least three = four months longer, In the -westitis hoped 
t to a close at an earl In Maunbhoom 
15,000 are fed daily. the plan of pers back to 


Oriana hon thoes. many sold the 
cooking utensils and spent the money with which they had been provided, 
then returned to Calcutta. It has also been determined to diam all 
bodied men to work, paying them at the rate of one anna perdiem and ith 
rations, and hereafter of paying them three annas ving them to 
fiad their own rations. step, it is hoped, pave the way fr or 
are of course 


before. e offi roceedings in connection with the famine, 
are as unsatisfactory as ever. Much surprise has been felt that a third publi 
meeting should been held at in the Mansion-house, that the 
hand of charity should still be stayed by some invisible influence. The Oak 
cutta committee have abandoned their connection with the Bengal Gévernuieak 
and for the future each will take action in its own way.” 
RemMarkaBLe Movement aMonG THE JEWS It Bompay.—The Indian Por 
tugeza, ia Goa, states that great excitement 
been caused among the Jews ia Bombey, by by the 
yo 


bay from Jerusalem, ander the Voice 


| 4 


have been spread over the world without or whose 
“Voice” is said to use pane,” 
says the Pontiff, ‘‘ the Old and and New Testamen Be the onthe 
pontificate, but the light had with i cop 


recesses of his mind, and he is th persuaded, and 


de 
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